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PREFACE

The work for the preparition of a grammar of modern Ryasthany,
based on the standard form of the language current in Jodhpur and
Bihaner, was begun n the year 1970 71 under a fellowship granted to
the author by the American Institute of Indian Studies and funded by
the Smuthsomian Institution, Washington, DC  Prelimunary results of this
rescarch work were reported m 1972 n a monograph entitied On the
present state of modern  Rajasthans grammar published by the Rajastham
Research Institute Chopasny, district Jodhpur It was the aim of the
author to prepare and publish a structural description of the language
wntten 1n Englsh  This endeavor led to the preparation of a pre final
draft of the work which, because of its being written 1n English and its
size, was unsustable for publicatlon n Rajasthan

However, this endeavor was not eatirely fruitless It gave the
avthor an opportunity to dig deeper 1nto the grammatico-semantic strue-
ture of modern Rajasthani and learn 2 great deal more about the struc-
tural properties of other modern Indo-Aryan languages as well  Equipped
with the expenience gained 1n working on Rajastham, the author had an
Opportunity to prepare an extensive treatment of modern stindard Hindy
written 1n Hindt Encourased by the tresults achieved thus far prompted
the author to re undertake the work on the preparation of Adhunika
Rajasthim k3 samracantmaka vydharana (A structural grammar of
modern Rajasthant) m Hindi and m a size that should not be too difficult
to publish  The present grammar 1s thus a completely rewritien version
of the earher work and also ncotporates the results and experience gained
1n the two fold endeavor, 1€, whiting the English version of 4 grammar of
Rajasthani ns well as preparing u grammar of Hind

The major contribution of the work n its present from hies 1n its
ability to present the facts of the grammatico-semwtic structure of modern
Rajasthant i aform which 1s equally accessible to one well versed in
modern hinguistics as well a5 to one who 1s terested n learning
the languige without being burdened with the highly specitlized
terminology of modern linguistics and other similar detals  Itisthus g
blend of the formats of steuctural as well as traditonal grammars  The
other contribution of thit work nvolves an explicit recommtion of the



distinchon between the expressive and cogmlive structures of modern
Rajstham a matter which was received the attenton it deservesin a
full scale study of the grammatico semantic structure of a modern South
Asian language for the first ime

An earlier Hindi version of the work also meluded a chapter on
pronotminal and verbal forms of fegional vanants {or dialects as the term
15 used by Sir George Grierson in s Lingnstic Sun ey of India) assembled
from almost all the districts of Ragasthan  Later 1t was decided to publish
that information 11 a more systematic form elsewhere [ty however
necessary to make onc observation about the work done so far by the
author on regional variants of modern Rajastham andie the data so
far gathered seems to point m the direction of Nagore district as a central
ot focal area

Phonological description of the fanguage as contained in chapter
one though based on the Mathamya and Rorunda daalects applies equally
1o the forms of the language spoken 1 other areas of Jodhpur and Bikaner,
as well as 1o other dialects tested by the author  The rest of the descrip
tion ulilizes the works of the prose wnters of modern Rajastham and
reproduces excerpts from therr textsas examples of vaious phenomena
1 the wiitten form of the language {as contamed 1n those works) with
mmumal modificaton  The examples of wntten Rajasthani, as they
appear n the text of this grammar  ate thus chosen on the basis of their
simphiaty and clanty of understanding

The author 15 grateful to lus assistants many other friends 1nd
el wishers 15 well as the authors of modern Rajasthan prose

1 am also grateful to Dr Narain Singh Bhatt  Durector, Rajastham
Rescarch Institute  Chopasny,  district Jodhpur who encouraged the wnit
mg of this book m Hindi by agreemg to publish it, and to Shry Jagdish
Lalwani of ML Prnters who took enormous personal care in the
prnting of the text Shri Murl Manohar Mathur also rendered consider
able assistance n this work

Rah Charan Bahl
The Unwersity of Chicngo
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